
Message from our Principal....
Tēna koutou katoa, Goeie dag, 안녕하세요, أهلا, 您好, こんにちは, Welcome....
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This Weeks Featured Business Partner

Ngā mihi nui

Hayden Iles 
Tumuaki - Principal

A warm welcome back to all of  our students, staff  and families. I hope everyone
enjoyed a restful and refreshing break, we look forward to an exciting and action
packed final term at school. I would also like to welcome all new students and
their families who have started here at Murrays Bay. Lately, welcome to Hannah
Ross, who has started with us and is coverign for Zoe Stenhouse, who recently
went on maternity leave.
It is wonderful to be back at Murrays Bay Primary School following six months of  sabbatical leave.
While it has been a very special time away, I have thoroughly enjoyed reconnecting with our
students, staff  and school community. I have certainly missed the daily interactions, conversations
and energy that make Murrays Bay such a special place to be.

My sabbatical provided a valuable opportunity to step away from the day-to-day demands of  school
life, refresh, reflect and recharge. Melinda and I spent much of  this time travelling, exploring
London, Europe, Turkiye and the Balkans. We visited numerous historical sites, experienced
different cultures and ways of  life, and were fortunate to explore some absolutely incredible
landscapes. We also spent plenty of  time hiking and enjoying the outdoors. It was a memorable and
enriching experience that provided time to reflect, gain new perspectives and develop an even
greater appreciation for the beautiful country we call home.

Alongside our travels, I had the opportunity to visit schools in the United Kingdom, focusing
particularly on structured curricula, explicit teaching approaches and behaviour curricula. It was
fantastic to meet with senior leaders, learn about their approaches and, most importantly, see these
programmes in action in classrooms. These visits provided valuable opportunities to reflect on our
own journey at Murrays Bay over the past four to five years and affirmed the direction we have
taken as a school. The progress we have made is something we can all be incredibly proud of. We
are fortunate to have such talented and committed teachers who have worked exceptionally hard to
bring our programmes to life and make a real difference to the learning and experiences of  our
students.

I would like to sincerely thank the Murrays Bay Primary School Board of  Trustees for making my
sabbatical possible. I am also extremely grateful to our Senior Leadership Team, particularly Paul
Hoffman, for his outstanding efforts in leading the school during my absence. I know the school has
been in excellent hands, and I am incredibly appreciative of  the collective effort, professionalism
and commitment shown by our staff  throughout this time.

Returning to school has reinforced just how fortunate we are to have such a wonderful team and
school community. I have thoroughly enjoyed being back and reconnecting with everyone, and I am
excited about what lies ahead. I return feeling refreshed, recharged and full of  enthusiasm for the
future. Most importantly, I am looking forward to continuing to work alongside our fantastic staff  to
build on the great progress we have made and ensure Murrays Bay Primary School continues to
provide the very best opportunities and experiences for our students.
It is great to be back. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

WEEK 2

19 OCTOBER 20 OCTOBER

Photolife School
Photos

PTA Meeting

21 OCTOBER

Photolife School
Photos

22 OCTOBER

Y4 to Howick
Historic Village

23 OCTOBER

Y4 to Howick
Historic Village

Gymnastic Zone
Training Day

Y6 Surf Trip

Y1 Beach Trip

Y3&4 Assembly

Ice Block Sale 
3pm $2each 

WEEK 3

26 OCTOBER

Labour Day -
School Closed

27 OCTOBER

Mind Plus Pizza
& Games

Evening

28 OCTOBER 29 OCTOBER

Y2 Production

30 OCTOBER

Y5&6 Assembly

Gymnastic Zone
Training Day

Ice Block Sale
3pm $2each

WEEK 4
02 NOVEMBER 03 NOVEMBER

Senior Athletics

04 NOVEMBER

Board Meeting

05 NOVEMBER

Gymnastics
Zone Day

06 NOVEMBER

Y1&2 Assembly

Ice Block Sale 
3pm $2each 

Thank you for supporting our iceblock sales, we are raising money for our
school counselor

Congratulations to our year 5
teacher Zoe Steinhouse  and her
husband Fraser who welcomed a
baby girl, Mackenzie on Sunday 
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Follow these instructions to place your order online:
1/. Go to www.kidsartworks.com
2/. Use the Entrance Code: KZ937
3/. Enter your child's room & name when
prompted

Cyrus Wang  competed in the South Island Rapid
Chess Championship in Nelson, winning 1st place
in the U1800 rating prize. He was also the
youngest player among those who received
awards on the podium. Congratulation Cyrus,
what an incredible achievement! 

Orders 
clos

e 

27 Octob
er

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.kidsartworks.com_&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=zVVLk-86bUWj47NYiHpKrLX21IesQmJSr3LlPZF50QggoBm_9EbDujLl1WomOItS&m=dZK7uLeZbeBLihjb4BxW-n6jfcntdg1B0HEFgGTKzbkhM0nANeW_TOnJmuUQOuf3&s=BXqgsdIgyy0iK5k3xIrFCt2o8Jba0UFAm1rLdhh8KZU&e=


 21 October 2026 | Newsletter #16 Term 4

Help Emma Wang win the Think Kind
People’s Choice Award!

Year 5 student Emma Wang has been
selected as a finalist in the 2026 Think Kind

Competition and is now in the running for the
People’s Choice Award. Winning this award
would mean a $1,000 prize for our school!

Think Kind is an annual student competition
that encourages young people to explore

how they can care for animals, protect our
planet, and support one another.

🗳️ Vote here:
https://www.vegetarian.org.nz/think-

kind/voting

A warm welcome to all our
new students and staff !

Download your sticker sheet here

https://www.yummyfruit.co.nz/schools/


 READY, SET, GRAB! 
Imagine 60 seconds to fill your trolley at

New World Browns Bay… 
The PTA’s Grocery Grab Raffle is coming

soon, with TWO chances to win your very
own 60-second grocery grab!

 Tickets are just $10 each, with the winners
drawn on 4 December at Carols on the

Court.
Keep an eye out for more details, including
how to purchase tickets online and the all-

important Grocery Grab rules. 
Who’s ready to race down those aisles? 

PTA Meeting
24 November

 7pm
Staff Room
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Whittakers Fundraiser update

We only received a small number
of chocolate boxes this year and
unfortunately some students
have missed out.  

As we get unsold boxes returned
we will redistribute them to
students as quickly as possible.

Please help us by returning
unsold chocolates & money as
soon as possible.
Thanks for supporting our
fundraiser!



Community Notices

Advertise in our Community Section - $25+gst per edition
Adverts need to be relevant to our School Community - email office@murraysbay.school.nz for more information
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